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How quickly the summer sped past.  We hope that you had an enjoyable break and are looking forward to colourful Autumn.

On June 25th SRF held its Annual General meeting at the Methodists International Conference, on Euston Street as the former venue Friend House was unable to accommodate us. The welcome and the service at MIC were of a high quality and the participants expressed their satisfaction with the choice of place.

Members accepted the various reports presented and voted for a return of the members of the existing Management Committee.  Some of these members though pleased with the apparent trust of the members would very much like to see some new members coming forward to accept leadership of the organisation.  Regrettably there were only three male members who attended.  

The AG M was followed by a seminar ,the title of which was The Care of Looked After Children Should orphanages be brought back.?’ and was  chaired by one of SRF’s Advisers, , therapist and members of other organisations such as Social Pedagogy, and Children’s Trust. Lambeth College, The discussion was vibrant and participants seemed reluctant to leave at the appointed hour. There was the usual request for more of these discussions and a plea for renewed effort to try to influence policy makers.

A brief report of the Seminar.  Sonya Landesman

 We had the extremely good fortune to be given a rich a balanced insight into the lives of cared for children both in the current climate as well as insights from the past.  

There were four excellent speakers who shared with us the breadth of their experience.  Robert Tapsfield, CEO of Fostering Network, gave us a thorough background to the notion of fostering starting with an historical view as far back as the Foundling Hospital where the pain of broken attachments was recorded in records showing the deep anguish of women employed as wet nurses and their children when they were parted from their then 5 year old relationships with one another.

Phil Frampton, journalist and writer then gave a passionate account of fostering both from his painful personal experiences and his work researching and campaigning around the, sometimes misguided approach of statutory authorities.  He also gave us accounts of much more insightful approaches as expressed in the BBC4 programme he assisted with on this issue.  He particularly mentioned a more inspired sounding approach used in Berlin where children are included in a democratic process regarding their care.  Phil also advocated the important aspect of keeping siblings together.  This could be done in well-staffed and well-run children’s homes.  Keeping siblings together is something, which tends to be more difficult in foster homes where space is a factor.

Andrew Carter, Head of Service for looked after children in Lambeth, followed with a look at statutory provision.  He gave us a view from the other side and we were then able. to see some of the complexity involved in this emotive field where state, money and corporate decision making needs to be involved to help look after some of our most vulnerable children.  He gave us some insight into the dilemma sometimes present between choices that need to be made by social workers between choosing a foster family, residential care or the sometimes more complex choice of extended family.  An area on which the Borough is engaged.
The final panel participant, Jean Stogdon, co-founder of Grandparents Plus.  Jean, a former social worker in Camden gave us helpful insight into former social work practice and gave us a strong vision shared herself and many others that extended family, especially grandparents are an often overlooked but extremely important support for a child who may need to stay with others when birth parents for whatever reason cannot look after them.  Jean was able to give a flavour of normality to the debate by reminding us that most children do have family and that family, usually want to help to look after children.  Sometimes it seems that statutory provision forgets this “normal” first step preferring perhaps the ease of choosing a foster family or children’s home situation to perhaps avoid family complexity.

There was a full and lively debate, which was ably and skillfully chaired by Cathy Aymer, Senior Lecturer from Brunel University.  Cathy chaired the debate in a contained and thoughtful manner paying attention to the sometimes impassioned responses from the audience.  There was a mixed group present some of whom had had difficult and painful experiences of fostering, sometimes as grandparents, family members or professionals.
Charles Sharpe one of the participants writes.

It was good to meet you in London, if all too briefly at the SEREFO seminar in London. I found the seminar stimulating and being present there reminded me of thoughts I had when I led the Exeter University/Caldecott College post-graduate diploma course in Therapeutic Child Care some years ago.

Many of my students came from an African Caribbean background and as we reflected upon what made us the people we were, I became aware really for the first time that so many children had been left in Caribbean in the care of their grandparents, usually mainly their grandmothers, while their mothers and fathers left for the United Kingdom to make a living. I got in touch with the sadness of separation and then the often painful re-union with parents who had become strangers to them. I also got in touch with how much I culturally shared with my students although they were African Caribbean in origin and I was northern European in origin.

The word which encompassed this sharing was poverty. The life experiences of my students brought to mind, to some extent my own childhood experience but also that of my mother in Scotland in the late 1920s and early 1930s when she lived in a very materially impoverished family environment where there was often little food on the table and all that seemed to sustain them was their religious belief and the desire at all costs to be respectable and clean. It is a comparison I would like to explore further.

Anyway, thank you to you and your fellow SRF members for providing such a warm welcome and a stimulating seminar. If I may I will place a link to the SEREFO website on the goodenoughcaring home page.
The new issue of the goodenoughcaring Journal. I hope it might be of interest to you and your members.  It contains articles written by authors who are from or whose parents are from the Caribbean but none so far which deal with the issues which are central to your forum. We would be delighted to put this omission right, we would be very grateful and excited to publish an article written by you, or if not you, someone you could recommend.

Best wishes,

Charles        Charles Sharpe :http://www.goodenoughcaring.com 
We hope you are well and that you don't mind us telling you about issue 9 of the goodenoughcaring Journal which is now online. You can find it at  www.goodenoughcaring.com/JournalIndex.aspx    We are very excited about this collection of new articles... We would really welcome it if you were to write and submit an article for one of our future issues.

In this issue Viki Bird and Gabriel Eichsteller consider the relevance of social pedagogy. Lorea Boneke thinks about adolescence, parents and growing up. In "The Kerelaw Papers", with a foreword by Mark Smith, Bob Forrest takes a "Yes Minister" approach to portray unresolved issues in the aftermath of investigations into residential child care in Scotland. Simon Hammond finds out what young people in residential care think about the relevance and the uses of social networks.  Kate Lawrence examines the consequences of the disrupted lives of children who are looked after in the care system. Linnet McMahon writes about the significance of encouraging children to play and the need to provide a "facilitating environment" in which it can take place. Dave Roberts advocates reflective training for child care workers. Hans Kornerup gives us his thoughts on theory and practice in residential child care.  John Stein's personal recollections of scenes from his childhood put us in touch with the importance of our Mums. Jennie Thomas examines the meaning and merits of a liberal education for our children, and Marie Tree  analyses her ethics, ethos, practice and aspirations following her post-qualifying social work programme
Readers can also access all the articles from previous Journals.

With our best wishes to you,

Ariola Vishnja Zjarri, Evelyn Daniel, Jane Kenny, Mark Smith and Charles Sharpe.

Forthcoming SRF Seminar and Annual Conference

October   Seminar.  ‘Caribbean parents  and Young Black-British Youth.’

                                       Goldsmith’s College  10.00-2.00

25th November   Annual Conference.  “Parents and children in Prison.  Issues of Attachment, Separation and Loss.”

London Metropolitan University.  Holloway Road  N7
Details  will follow soon.

October is Black history Month and several organisations are celebrating this in many ways   In Wandsworth the Libraries programmes are varied and interesting.   I hope that so me readers will be able to get along to some of them. For further information please contact:

Liliana Ferreira
Senior Community Librarian

Wandsworth Libraries

Battersea Library

265 Lavender Hill, London SW11 1JB

T 020 8871 7466 

E lferreira@wandsworth.gov.uk

Please send News, comments, Articles book reviews for the next edition

The Editor

