Separation and Reunion Forum 12th Annual Conference

The impact of imprisonment on parents and children: exploring attachment, separation and loss

25 November 2011 (9.30-4.30)
London Metropolitan University, Holloway Road
Aims and Objectives:
1. To explore issues around the effect of broken attachments and experiences of reunions when parents or children  go into prison; when women give birth to  children in prison and when parents/ children are released. 
These issues include: 

· Mothers giving birth in prison and the effect on children who are brought up in prison and then separated from their mothers. 
· The impact on children and parents separated due to imprisonment ;the resulting broken attachment between family members, and the implications for children being raised in foster or kinship care. 
· The challenges families face when they are reunited after imprisonment, and how released parents may be supported in parenting.
2. To Publicise the potential for the provision of counselling,  psychotherapy, intercultural counselling. 
3. To Build alliances with organisations working on attachment issues 

4. To Increase the understanding of the  importance of mitigating the effects of broken attachment in families among policy makers and practitioners including Prison staff, Social workers, probation officers Ministry of Justice, Magistrates, Foster carers / kinship carers, family members, adopters.
